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Amendments 

In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (presently amended) An axle driving apparatus for use in a vehicle having an axle and at 
least one wheel driven by the axle, the apparatus comprising: 

a wheel hub engaged to the driven wheel and comprising a generally cylindrical portion 
having a first engagement structure located on an interior surface thereof; 

a slider member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and comprising a second 
engagement structure located on an exterior surface thereof, wherein a portion of the slider 
member extends into the generally cylindrical portion of the wheel hub; 

an engagement device located between the slider member and the generally cylindrical 
portion of the wheel hub; and 

ft plate secured to the vehicle bv two fasteners and engaged to the slider member, wherein 
the length of the plate is greater than the distance between the two fasteners such that the nlatc 
has two stable positions, wherein the first stable position causes the slider memb^ to be 
disengaged from flie wheel hub, and the second stable position causes the slider member to be 

engaged to the wh^ff^hwb 

m e ans for moving the slid e r mombor between a first position, wher e th e e ngag e m e nt 
dovioo is engaged to both tho firot and s e cond engag e m e nt etmoturoo and the axl e is ther e by 
ongagod to th e wh e el hub, and o s e cond position, - whoro tho engagem e nt d e vice is dis e ngag e d 
from at leajt ono of the first or s e cond engagement structures and th e axlo io thoroby disengag e d 
from the wh e el bub > 



03/16/2005 09:26 FAX 312 269 1742 NEAL GERBER 



-2- 

PA(X4n2'RCVDAT3l16l200S10:28:46 AM [Eastern Stan^ 



03/16/2005 09:26 FAX 312 269 1742 



NEAL GERBER 



@005 



^ w Ser. No. 10/684,603 

Group Art Unit 3681 

2. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 , finther comprising at least 
one slot foraied in the axle and a plurality of bearing balls located in the slot to engage the slider 
member. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5 . (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 , wherein the engagement 
device comprises a bearing having a plurality of caged balls secured therein. 

6. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 , further comprising a retaining 
ring secured to the slider member adjacent one end thereof to limit the axial movement of the 
slider member. 

7. (presently amended) A vehicle driving ^paratus as set forth in Claim 1 , wherein the first 
engagement feature structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on the interior of 
the wheel hub. 

8. presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the 
second engagement foaturo structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on the 
exterior of the slider member. 

9. (original) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the engagement 
device is not engaged to either the first or the second engagement stmctares when in the second 
position. 
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10. (presently amended) An engagement apparatus for drivingly connecting a wheel hub to 
an axle of a vehicle, the apparatus comprising: 

a generally cyUndrical member extending from the wheel hub and having a first 
engagement structure formed on the interior thereof; 

a slider mounted on tfie axle and comprising a second engagement structure formed on an 
exterior surface thereof, wherein a portion of the engagement device extends into the generally 
cylindrical member; and 

an engagement device located between the shder membor and the generally cylindrical 
portion of the wheel hub . wh e r e by : and 

a Plate for moving the slider has between a first position where the engagement device is 
engaged to both the first and second engagement structures and a second position where the 
engagement device is not engaged to either the first or second engagement strocture s, the plate 
having a first end secured to the vehicle, a second end secured to the vehicle and a n opening 
formed therein between the first end and the second end, the opening having a ohuralitv of edges 
and a portion of the slider extends thro np;!^ the Apfttiin g and engages the plate Bmough the edges 
of the openings 

IL (canceled) 

12. (presently amended) An engagement device as set forth in Clahn [44] 10, wherein the 
plate is of an ovCTH:enter design. 
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13. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 10, further comprising at least 
one slot fonned in the axle and a plurality of bearing balls located in the slot to engage the slider 

/ Ttiember. 

14. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 13, wherein the engagement 
device comprises a bearing having a plurality of caged balls secured therein. 

1 5. (original) An axle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 14, further comprising a 
retaining ring secured to the slider member adjacent one end thereof to limit the axial movement 
of the slider member. 

16. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the 
first engagement le^ufe structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on Ihe interior 
of the wheel hub. 

1 7. (presently amended) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 10, wherein the 
second engag^ent feature structure comprises a plurality of slots integrally formed on the 
exterior of the sUder member, 

18. (original) A vehicle driving apparatus as set forth in Claim 17» wherein the engagement 
device is not engaged to either the first or the second engagement structures when in the second 
position. 

19. (presently amended) A vehicle comprising: 

a firame having a prime mover mounted thereon; 
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a transmissioD driven by the prime mover and comprising a housing mounted on the 
vehicle frame and an axle extending from the housing; 

a pair of wheel assemblies driven by the axle, each wheel assembly comprising: 

a wheel hub comprising a generally cylindrical portion having a first 
engagement stnicture located on an interior surface thereo:^ 

a slider member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and 
comprising a second engagement stnicture located on an exterior surface thereof 
wherein a portion of the slider member extends into the generally cylindrical 
portion of the wheel hub; 

S plate engaged to the slidor member and b j^viup; » fi ret end and a second 

end: 

an opening formed in the plate and extending for a portion of the length of 
the plate> the oneniTip having a first end and a second end, wherein the nfpenm^ is 
wider at the first opening end than it is at the second opening end, and wherein a 
portion of the slider member extends through the o peninp- and 

an engagement device located between the slider member and the 
generally cylindrical portion of the wheel hub; and having a first position where 
the engagement device is engaged to both the first and second engagement 
structures and a second position where the engagement device is disengaged Scorn 
at least one of the first or second engagement stmctuies. 

20. (original) A vehicle as set forth in Claim 19, wherein the axle is a single piece unit. 
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21 . (original) A vehicle as set forth in Qaim 19, wherein the transmission further comprises a 
hydrostatic transmission. 

22. (original) A vehicle as set forth in Claim 19, further comprising a snow thrower mounted 
to the vehicle frame. 

23. (new) An axle driving apparatus for use in a vehicle having an axle and at least one wheel 
drivCT by the axle, the apparatus con^rising: 

a wheel hub engaged to the driven wheel; 

a slider member slidably mounted on and driven by the axle and having a first position 
where it is engaged to the wheel hub and a second position where it is disengaged from the wheel 
hub; and 

a plate secured to the vehicle by two fasteners and engaged to the slider member, wherein 
the length of the plate is greater than the distance between the two fasteno-s such that the plate 
has two stable positions, wherein the first stable position causes the slider member to be in the 
first, engaged position, and the second stable position causes the slider member to be in the 
second, disengaged position. 

I 

24. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the plate is movable wifii respect 
to the two fasteners. 

25. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the plaie is angularly movable 
with respect to the &steners. 
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26. (new) Tbe engagement apparatus of Claim 23, wherein the plate comprises an opening 
having a first end and a second end, wherein the second end has a smaller width then the iirst 
end. 

27. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 23, further comprisiiig an actuator engaged 
adjacent the second end of the opening. 

28. (new) The engagement apparatus of Claim 27, wherein the actuator is engaged to the 
second end by positioning the actuator element in the area of the first end, and then moving the 
actuator element to the second end, the actuator further comprising slots to engage the edges of 
the plate opening. 

29. (new) An engagement apparatus for drivingjy connecting a wheel hub to an axle of a 
vehicle, the apparatus comprising: 

a slider mounted on the axle; and 

a plate for moving the slider between a fij^ position where it is engaged to the wheel hub 
and a second position where it is not engaged to the wheel hub, the plate having a first end 
secured to the vehicle, a second end secured to the vehicle and an opening formed therein 
between the first end and the second end, the opening having a plurality of edges and a portion of 
the shder extends through the opening and engages the plate through the edges of the opening. 
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